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COUNTIES
(55 ILCS 5/} Counties Code.

{55 ILCS 5/Div. 2-3 heading)

Division 2-3. Reapporticnment of County for
Election of County Board

(55 ILCS 5/2-3001) {from Ch. 34, par. 2-3001)

Sec, 2-3001. Definitions. As used in this Division, unless
the context otherwise requires:

a. "District" means a county board district estabklished as
provided in this Division.

b. "County apportionment commission”™ or "commission" means
the county clerk, the State's Attorney, the Attorney General
or his designated representative and the chairmen of the
county central committees of the first leading political party
and the second leading peolitical party as defined in Section

1-3 of The Election Code.

¢. "Population™ means the number o¢f inhabitants as
determined by the last preceding federal decennial census.
d. "Member" or "board member" means a person elected to

serve on the county board.
(Source: P.A. 86-962.)

{35 ILCS 5/2-3002) {from Ch. 34, par. 2-3002)

Sec. 2-3002. Counties with population of less than
3,000,000 and with township form of government.

{a} Reapportionment required. By July 1, 1871, and sach 10
years theresafter, the county board of each county having a
population of less than 3,000,000 inhabitants and the township
form cf government shall reapportion its county so that each
member of the county board represents the same number of
inhabitants. In reapportioning its county, the county board
shall first determine the size of <the county bhoard to be
elected, which may consist of not less than 5 nor more than 29
members and may not exceed the size of the county board in
that county on October 2, 126%. The county board shall also
determine whether board members shall be elected at large from
the county or by county board districts.

If the chairman of the county board is to be elected by
the voters in a county of less than 430,000 population as

provided in Secticn 2-3007, such chairman shall not be counted

as a member of the county board for the purpcose of the
limitations on the size of a c¢ounty board provided in this
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Section.

(b) Adviscry referenda. The voters of a county may advise
the county board, through an adviscory referendum, on guestions
concerning (i) the number of members of the county board to be
elected, (il1) whether the board members should bs elected from
single-member districts, multi-member districts, or at-large,
(iii) whether voters will have cumulative voting rights in the
election of county board members, or (iv) any combination of
the preceding 3 gquestions. The advisory referendum may ke
initiated either by petition or by ordinance of the county
beoard. A written petition for an advisory referendum
authorized by this Section must contain the signatures of at
least 8% of the votes cast for candidates for Governcr in the
preceding gubernatorial election by the registered voters of
the county and must be filed with the appropriate election
authority. An ordinance initiating an adviscry referendum
authorized by this Section must be approved by a majority of
the members of the county board and must be filed with the
appropriate election authority. An  advisory  referendum
initiated under this Section shall be placed on the ballot at
the general election designated in the petition or ordinance.

{Source: P.A. 93-308, eff. 7-23-03.)

{55 ILCS 5/2-3002.5)

Sec. 2-3002.5. Beginning with members elected at the
general election in 2002, counties having a population between
800,000 and 3,000,000 according to 2000 decennial census shall
have no meore than 18 members on thelr county board. If the

chairman of the county board is elected at-large by the voters

of the county as provided in Section 2-3007, the chairman
shall not be counted as a member of the county board for the
purpose of the limitations on the size of the county board
provided in this Section. Neither a member nor the chairman of
that county board shall serve simultaneously as commissioner
or president of the board of commissioners of the forest
preserve district. No perscn shall seek election to beth the
county board and the forest preserve commission at the same
election.

(Source: P.A. 91-8933, eff. 12-30-00.)

(55 ILCS 5/2-3003) {(from Ch. 34, par. 2-3003)

Sec. 2-3003. Appcrtionment plan.

(1) If the county board determines that members shall be
elected by districts, it shall develop an apportiocnment plan
and specify the number of districts and the number of county
board members to be elected from each district and whether

voters will have cumulative wvoting rights in multi-member
districts. Each such district:
a. Shall be egual in populaticn to each other
district;
b. Shall be comprised of contiguous territory, as
nearly compact as practicable; and
c. May divide townships or municipalities only when
necessary to conform to the population requirement of
paragraph a. of this Section.
d. Shall be created in such a manner so that no
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precinct shall be divided between 2 or more districts,

insofar as is practicable.

(2} The county board of each county having a population of
less than 3,000,000 inhabitants may, if it should soc decide,
provide within that county for single member districts outside

the corporate limits and multi-member districts within the
corporate limits cf any municipality with a population in
excess of 75,000. Paragraphs a, b, ¢ and d of subsection (1)
of this Section shall apply to the apportionment of both

single and multi-member districts within =a county to the

extent that compliance with paragraphs a, b, ¢ and d still
permit the establishment of such districts, except that the

population of any multi-member district shall be equal to the
population of any single member district, times the number of
members found within that multi-member district.

(3) In a county where the Chairman of the County Board is
elected by the wvoters of the county as provided in Section

2-3007, the Chairman of the County Board may develop and
present to the Board by the third Wednesday in May in the year
after a federal decennial census year an apportionment plan in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (i) of this
Secticn. If the Chalrman presents a plan to the Board by the
third Wednesday in May, the Board shall conduct at least one
public hearing to receive comments and to discuss the
apportionment plan, the hearing shall be held at least 6 days
but not more than 21 days after the Chairman's plan was
prasented to the Board, and the public shall be given notice
of the hearing at least 6 days in advance. If the Chairman
presents a plan by the third Wednesday in May, the Beard is
prohibited from enacting an apporticnment plan until after a
hearing on the plan presented bky the Chairman. The Chairman
shall have access to the federal decennial census available to
the Board.

(4) In a county where a County Executive is elected by the
voters of the county as provided in Section 2-5007 of the
Counties Code, the Ccunty Executive may develop and present to
the Board by the third Wednesday in May in the year after a
federal decennial census year an apportionment plan in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (1) eof this
Section. If the Executive presents a plan to the Board by the
third Wednesday in May, the Board shall ceonduct at least one
public hearing to receive comments and to discuss the
apporticnment plan, the hearing shall be held at least 6 days
but not more than 21 days after the Executive's plan was
presented to the Beoard, and the public shall be given notice
of the hearing at least 6 days in advance. If the Executive
presents a plan by the third Wednesday in May, the Bgard is
prohibited from enacting an apporticnment plan until after a
hearing on the plan presented by the Executive. The Executive
shall have access to the federal decennial census available to
the Board.

(Source: P.A. 96-1540, eff. 3-7-11.)

(55 ILCS 5/2-3004) {from Ch. 34, par. 2-3004)

Sec. 2-3004. Fallure to complete reapportionment. If any

county board fails to complete the reapportionment of its
county by July 1 in 2011 or any 10 years thereafter or by the
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day after the county board's regularly scheduled July meeting
in 2011 or any 10 years thereafter, whichever is later, the
county clerk of that county shall convene the county
apporticnment commission. Three members of the commission
shall constitute a quorum, but a majority of all the members
must vote affirmatively on any determination made by the
commission. The commission shall adopt rules for its
procedure. X

The commission shall develop an apportionment plan for the
county in the manner provided by Section 2-3003, dividing the
county intc the same number of districts as detesrmined by the
county board. If the county becard has failed to determine the
glze of the county board to ke elected, then the number of
districts and the number of members to be elected shall be the
largest number to which the county is entitled under Section
2-3002.

The commission shall submit its apportionment plan by
October 1 in the year that it 1s convened, except that the
circuit court, for gcoed cause shown, may grant an extension of
time, not exceeding a total of 60 days, within which such =
rlan may be submitted.

(Source: P.A. 96-1540, eff. 3-7-11.)

(55 ILCS 5/2-3005) (from Ch. 34, par. 2-3005)

Sec. 2—-3005. Filing of apporticnment plan. The
apperticnment plan developed by the county board or the county
apportionment commission, as the case may be, must be filed in
the office of the county clerk by the time reguired by this
Divisicn. The county clerk shall promptly forward coples of
that plan to the chairman of the county board and shall kesep
other copies of the plan available fcr distribution free of
charge to¢ any registered voter of the county reguesting a
CoOpYy.

(Source: P.A. B6-962.)

(65 ILCS 5/2-3006) (from Ch. 34, par. 2-3006)

Sec. 2-3006. Failure to file apportionment plan; election
of board members at large. If nc apporticnment plan is filed
with the county clerk as reguired by this Division, the
members of the county board shall be elected at large in the
county. If the county beard has determined the number of
members for the board, that number shall be elected;
otherwise, the number of members to be elected shall be the
largest number to which the county is entitled under Sections

2-3002 and 2-3002.5,.
(Source: P.A. 91-933, eff. 12-30-00.)

{55 ILCS 5/2-3007) {from Ch. 34, par. 2-3007)

Sec. 2-3007. Chairman of county board; election and term.
Any county board when providing for the reapportionment of its
county under this Division may provide that the chairman of
the county board shall be elected by the voters of the county
rather than by the members of the board. In that event,
provision shall be made for the election throughout the county
of the chairman of the county board, but in counties over
3,000,000 peopulation no person may be elected to serve as such
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chairman whe has not been slected as a county board member to
serve during the same period as the term of office as chailrman
of the county board to which he seeks election. In counties
over 450,000 population and under 3,000,000 population, the
chairman shall be elected as chairman without having been
first elected to the county board. Such chairman shall not
vote cn any guestion except to bresk a tie vote. In all cther
counties the chairman may either be elected as a county board
member or elected as the chairman without having been first
elected to the beard. Except in ¢ounties where the chairman of
the county board is elected by the voters of the county and is
not required to be a county board member, whether the chairman
of the county board is elected by the voters of the county or
by the members of the board, he shall be elected to a 2 year
term. In counties where the chairman of the county bcard is
elected by the voters of the county and is not required to be
a county board member, the chairman shall be elected to a 4
vear term. In all cases, the term of the chairman of the
county board shall commence on the first Monday of the month
following the month in which members of the county board are
elected.

{Source: P.A. 93~847, eff. 7-30~04; 94~273, eff. 1~1-06.)

(55 ILCS 5/2-3008) {(from Ch. 34, par. 2-3008)

Sec. 2-3008B. Determination of method of compensaticn of
membars of county board. At the time 1t reapportions its
county under this Division, the county board shall determine
whether the salary to be paid the members to be elected shall
be computed on a per diem basis, on an annual basis or on a
combined per diem and annual basis, and shall fiz the amount
of that salary. If the county board desires befcre the next
reapportionment to change the basis of payment or amount of
compensation after fixing those items, it may do so by
ordinance or by resolution. Those changes shall not however,
take effect during the term for which an incumbent county
board member has been elected. In addition, the county board
shall determine the amount of any additional compensation for
the chairman of the county board. The county board may adjust
that additional compensation at any time adjustments in the
salary of board members may be made. Those adjustments shall
not however, take effect during the term for which the
incumbent chairman of the county becard has been elected.

{Source: P.A. B86-962.)

{55 ILCS 5/2-3009) (from Ch. 34, par. 2-3009)

Sec. 2-3009. Terms of board members; vacancles; elections.

{a) County board member elections by county board
districts. In those counties subject to this Divisicon which
elect county board members by county board districts the
members shall, no later than 45 days after December 13, 1982,
and thereafter no later than September 1 of the year o¢f the
next general election following reapportionment, divide the
county board districts publicly by lot as equally as possible
into 2 groups. Board members or their successcrs from one
group shall be elected for successive terms of 2 years, 4
years and 4 years; and members or their successors from the
second group shall be elected for successive terms of 4 years,
4 years, and 2 years. A county under this subsection may, by
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ordinance, decide to divide the county board districts into 3
rather than 2 groups. If a county adopts an ordinance to this
effect, the members of the county board shall divide the
county board districts publicly by lot as egually as possible
into 3 groups nc later than September 1 of the yesar of the
next general election following reapporticnment. Board members
or their successors from one group shall be elected for
successive terms of 2 years, 4 years, and 4 years; members or
their successors from the second group shall be elected for
successive terms of 4 years, 2 years, and 4 years; and members
or their successors from the third group shall be elected for
successive terms of 4 years, 4 years, and 2 years. All terms
shall commence on the first Monday of the month following the
month of election.

(b) County board member elections at large. In those
counties which elect county board members at large, under
Sections 2-3002 and 2-3006, the members elected in the general
e¢lection following reapportionment shall, no later than 45
davs after teking office, divide themselves pubklicly by lot as
equally as possible inteo 2 groups. Bcard members or their
successors from cone greoup shall be selected for successive
terms of 2 years, 4 years and 4 years; and members or their
successors from the second group shall be elected for
successive terms of 4 years, 4 years and 2 years. A county
under this subsection may, by ordinance, decide to divide the
county board members inte 3 rather than 2 groups. If a county
adopts an ordinance to this effect, the members of the county
board elected in the general election following
rezpportionment shall, nec later than 45 days after taking
office, divide themselves publicly by lot as equally as
possible into 3 groups. Board members or their successors from
one group shall be elected for successive terms of 2 vyears, 4
years, and 4 vyears; members and their successcrs from the
secend group shall be elected for successive texms of 4 years,
2 years, and 4 years; and members or their successors from the
third group shall be elected for successive terms of 4 years,
4 years, and 2 years. All terms shall commence on the Ffirst
Monday of the month following the month of election.

(¢) Vacancies; time for elections. In counties under
subsection (a) or (b), if a wvacancy occurs in the office of
chairman c¢f the county board, the remaining members of the
becard shall elect one of the members of the board to serve for
the balance of the unexpired term of the chairman.

In counties under subseaction (a) or (b)), the time for the
election of county board members shall be as provided by the
general election law for the election of such members.

{Source: P.A. B6-962; B7-924.)

(55 TLCS 5/2-3010) (from Ch. 34, par. 2-3010)
Sec. 2-3010. Multi-member districts. In making the

determination by lot, pursuant to Section 2-3009, as to which
members shall serve for 2 years and which for 4 years, the

county beard of a county having multi-member districts may
provide for the drawing of lots in such manner as to insure
that in each district the number of members drawing 2 year and
4 year terms, respectively, shall be egual, or as nearly egual
as possible,.

Any such determination by lot made before Cctober 1, 1973
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ls walidsted.
{Source: P.A. 86-962.)

{35 ILCS 5/2-3015)

Sec. 2-3015. Qualifications of County Board Members and
Commissioners. In ccunties with a population of 3,000,000 or
less, no person is eligible to hold the coffice of county board
member or commissicner unless he or she is a legal voter and
has been a resident of the county for at least one year next
preceding the slectien.

{Source: P.A. 90-173, eff. 1-1-98.)
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